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January 1, 2012 A Word from Clay 
  

 With New Yearôs Day, many of us are accustomed to making 
resolutions ï to eat healthier food, to exercise more regularly, to 
drop a bad habit or to take up a good one.  (Almost every year, I 
swear that this will be the year that I start flossing on a daily ba-
sisé)  Whatever the resolution we make, itôs usually motivated by 
the desire to be a better person ï either to take better care of our-
selves or to be better in our relationships to others. 
 The urge to grow, to improve ourselves, may be a healthy, 
holy thing.  God calls us to grow into the image dei (ñimage of Godò) 
which is in all of us.  As United Methodists, itôs in our spiritual DNA 
to grow spiritually: John Wesley understood our spiritual life as a 
journey toward wholeness and holiness, a process he called sancti-
fication. 
 On the other hand, sometimes the resolutions we make are 
motivated by an unhealthy, unholy urge.  We may feel deeply inade-
quate, unlovable and worthless.  We hope that by being a better 
person we might earn the love of God or of our family and friends.  
This motivation is not about seeking to grow into the imago dei, itôs 
about a fearful, desperate attempt to make ourselves worthy of love. 
 At the heart of the Gospel is this: You are a beloved child of 
God, not because of who you are or what you do, but because 
Godôs nature is to love us, wholly and completely.  We cannot earn 
Godôs love, we can only receive it. 
 Despite our scrambling to make ourselves worthy, what we 
ultimately discover is that we are loved ï already and óas is.ô 
 Iôm all for physical health and spiritual growth and acquiring 
good habits (especially flossing).  But this year, I invite you to think 
carefully about what motivates the resolutions you make.  Do them 
not to earn Godôs love, but in response to God who already loves 
you more completely than you can ever know. 
 And if youôre looking for new ways to grow spiritually, check 
out this edition of the Spire for some new Bible study opportunities, 
some places to serve our community and many other ways to grow 
into the image dei. 

      Much peace, etc., 
       Clay 

January Communion Offering 
 The January Communion offering will be taken for Home Plate.  Home Plate supports positive devel-
opment of young people experiencing homelessness in Hillsboro.  All youth under 24 years of age are 
welcome at Home Plate where a meal is provided and they have access to resources.  Home Plate was 
started in 2005 and serviced 116 homeless youth, in 2010 that number increased to 262. 

http://www.hillsboroumc.org
http://www.hillsboroumc.org/
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.4713/Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.4713/Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://www.umoi.net/index.php
http://www.umoi.net/index.php


January Worship Experiences 

ñCovenant, Connection, Communityò 

January 1 ï ñNo Longer My Ownò 
Matthew 25:31-46 
Weôll begin the new year with a Wesleyan Covenant Service, making a commitment to be Christôs 
people in the coming year. 

January 8 ï ñA Community of Love and Forgivenessò 
Mark 1:4-11 
Baptism is Christôs act for us, but is also a community covenant. With each baptism, the church 
commits itself to be a community based on Godôs love and forgiveness. 

January 15 ï ñBuilding Upò 
Jeremiah 29:4-14 
The Church is called to be a model of a beloved community, but we can only begin to grasp Godôs 
call for us as we serve our larger community.  We are to be like yeast that is worked into dough, 
changing the world around us. 

ñRisking Hospitalityò 

January 22 ï ñRadical Hospitalityò 
Deuteronomy 26:5-15 
What is radical hospitality?  Isnôt it enough to be nice and welcoming to others?  What more does 
God ask from us?  What does it mean to offer radical hospitality in Hillsboro, Oregon, in the year 
2012? 

January 29 ï ñNever Quite Homeò 
Genesis 18:1-19 
Godôs people have always been called to offer hospitality to strangers and  sojourners.  Why?  Be-
cause we are ourselves strangers and sojourners, recipients of gracious hospitality.  The practice of 
hospitality is at the core of our identity as Christians and offers us opportunities to encounter God. 

 November Finance Report 
Receipts picked up in November.  

Through November, total receipts were 
$249,964 vs. a budget of $256,657.  
December will be critical if we are to 

make budget for the year. 
In early January, we will finalize the 

budget for 2012.  It is very important for 
our planning purposes to receive as 

many pledge cards as possible.  If you 
have not turned in a pledge card for 
2012, please do so.  If you donôt re-

member if you have or not, please con-
tact Laura.  Thank you for your contin-

ued support. 
Jeff Grimm 

Chair, Finance Committee 

- 23,333 46,667 70,000 93,333 116,667 140,000 163,333 186,667 210,000 233,333 256,667 280,000

Budget

Actual

Through November All of 2011



Winter Retreat (Snow Camp)  
  This week the snow began to fall at Suttle Lake Camp!  Attached are health 

forms and a flier for the annual youth winter retreat.   The cost will be 
$55, which is roughly half the price of the camp.   If the cost will be an 
issue, please let me know.  Camp will be January 14-16.  Suttle Lake is 
near Sisters, Oregon.  We will be working out transportation details 
as people sign up, but I suspect we will perhaps need 2-3 vehicles that 
will be appropriate for the possibility of winter driving.   
 Please let Kevin  know via email if you would like to go.  

Thursday Morning Muffin Ministry  
 ŬI love Thursdays!ŭ ŬThis is so nice of youŭ ŬYou make my week!ŭ ŬGod bless youŭ  
These are just a few of the comments weŪve heard from our Muffin Ministry recipients on 
Thursday mornings. Every Thursday morning, when school is in session, we set up a table in 
front of the church on 8 th Ave. and serve muffins and hot drinks to anyone who stops by. We 
have some Lincoln Street parents, some neighborhood folk, and some Pacific University stu-
dents. They are all very appreciative of a home-baked muffin and a hot cup of tea, coffee, or 
hot chocolate. It has also been an opportunity for us to meet our neighbors and get to know each other a little 
better. 
 We hope to continue each Thursday in 2012, through the end of the school year. Would you like to be a 
part of this fun ministry? We need muffin bakers and servers each week. Muffins can be made ahead of time 
and put in the kitchen freezer (please label them). The time commitment for servers is 2 hoursŨfrom 7:00-
9:00am (I know itŪs early, but thatŪs when everyoneŪs headed to school!) Once you get here, youŪll have so 
much fun, you wonŪt mind the early hour. We have at least 2 servers each week, so you always have a buddy 
to work with. And the customers are so appreciative, that your heart will be warm (even if your feet are cold).  
If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please contact Linda Clarkson  (503-640-5564) or watch for a 
sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall.  

Youth Corner 

Brighten the Altar with Flowers  
 DonŪtŪ forget that special event, person or opportunity to bring flowers to church.  We will enjoy 
them during worship, then you can continue your celebration at home or as a gift to someone else.  
Other months have empty spots on the Flower Calendar, too.  The calendar is located outside the 
church Office door in the Narthex.  

New Spiritual Growth Opportunities Coming Soon!  
Disciple Genesis Study 
Begins Wednesday, January 11th, 7:00-8:30pm 
 Beginning Wednesday, January 11th, a new short-term Disciple Bible Study Group focusing on the book of 
Genesis will begin.  The group will be led by Linda Clarkson (and a co -leader to be named!) and will meet on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 ŧ 8:30.  The book of Genesis is a fascinating and thought-provoking founda-
tion for discussion about God, humanity and the nature of the creation.  Everyone is welcome ŧ Bible study 
novice or seasoned expert!  Look for sign ups in the Fellowship Hall after worship or contact the church of-
fice. 
An Invitation to the Christian Scriptures  
January 22nd ŧ February 5th , 11:30-12:30, in the Sanctuary 
 Want to know more about the Bible?  Would you love to read it but are intimidated and donŪt know 
where to begin?  Curious about the BibleŪs history and formation?  Want to know how United Methodists 
(and lots of other Christians) are ũsupposedŪ to read the Bible? 
 YouŪre invited to a short series designed to answer these questions and many more.  For three weeks Pas-
tor Clay Andrew will lead these 45 -60 minute sessions.  WeŪll begin shortly after worship (11:30), so you can 
grab some coffee and a snack and join us for a fast-paced overview of the Bible.  Everyone is welcome, no 
sign-ups are required. 

http://gocamping.org/camps-retreats/detail/winter-youth-retreat-i-suttle-lake
mailto:kevin@hillsboroumc.org
mailto:lcclarkson@aol.com


Click the link to sign up for the e -mail Prayer Chain. 

FAMILY MINISTRIES  

Read-Along With the Kids  
 Did you know that Hillsboro UMC 
has an active literary guild?   The second 
Friday of every month, young readers 
gather to discuss our book of the month.  
Sometimes we read classic authors, new 
and old, (Jules Verne and Norm Justice, 
for instance).   
 In January, we will read a modern 
classic, which won the New-
bery Award and been made 
into a movie -  Holes by Louis 
Sachar.  WeŪll have a book ex-
change, celebrating our favor-
ites and we will be planning 
our next book choices.  You are invited to 
join us at 6:30, Friday the 13th in the Fire-
side Room.  Literary treats will be served..  
 This book is available at the Hillsboro 
Public Library . 

Family Ministries in 

January  
Study, Service, Friendship  

  Classes begin January 8. 4th - 6th grade, and 8th 
grade and above, meet at 9AM in the Youth Room com-

plex. Lift Off!, for Ages 4 years through 3rd grade, 
meets during the last half of worship.  

 A covenant is a solemn agreement.  There are many 

examples of covenants. In our small group classes, Janu-

ary 8 & 15,  we will be exploring several types of cove-

nants: between ourselves and God, among members of a 

worshiping community, and between that community and 

the world. Beginning January 22 we will be learning more 

about what true, radical hospitality  is all about.  In Lift 
Off!  we will begin the new year, beginning January 8,  

learning more about promises: God's promises to us, our 

promises to God and our promises to each other. Begin-

ning January 22 we will learn more about friendship and 

caring for each other.  

Christine Webb 

Family Ministries Coordinator 

Christine@hillsboroumc.org 

Office: 503-640-1775 

Cell:  503-544-8319  

Gray days? Feeling a little cooped 

up with little ones at home?  
 Please feel free to use our beautiful new 

Nursery when it is available. There are won-

derful toys, building materials, craft sup-

plies and books for fun time hanging out to-

gether! Just check with Laura in the office 

to see if it is available and be sure to pick 

up after yourselves . 

Not Youth Group Lunch  
HUMC's Not Youth Group will be going out 

to lunch after service on Sunday, January 

15.  Please meet us in the fireside room af-

ter service.  The Not Youth Group is 

HUMC's 20s & 30s social group.  All are 

welcome! If you have any questions.  

 Contact Miriam Bolding . 

Books for church's children's library  
 We are developing a "read aloud" library of picture 

books and easy readers for use by parents, teachers and 

childcare providers at the church.  If you have books 

your children have outgrown that are in good repair 

please check with Christine  to see if the church can use 

them. We are not looking for religious books, just good, 

positive, interesting books to read aloud.  

Library changes  
The library in the Parlor is being dismantled. Most of 

the books, many of which are 30 - 40 years old, will be 

given new homes. If you would like to have one of the 

books for yourself, or to give to someone, please feel 

free to take what you want, following the instructions on 

the signs posted in the book area. Books will be available 

until February 1.  This does not include the UMW books 
or the church scrapbooks.   

http://hillsboroumc.org/prayerchain.shtml
http://catalog.wccls.org/polaris/search/searchresults.aspx?ctx=1.1033.0.0.1&type=Keyword&term=sachar&by=AU&sort=RELEVANCE&limit=TOM=bks&query=&page=0
http://www.wccls.org/
http://www.wccls.org/
mailto:Christine@hillsboroumc.org
mailto:miriam.bolding@gmail.com
mailto:christine@hillsboroumc.org


HUMC In Mission  

Helping Our Neighbors  
Near and Far  

You gave $210.00 for our  

Washington County Community Action Rental Assis-

tance Program  

THANK YOU  

Giving Outreach a Boost  
 Many thanks to those who continued to support 

the Outreach program of Hillsboro UMC by purchas-

ing and using $crip .  In the last two months, we 
raised $709.95 at no cost to $crip  users.  Outreach 

Committee was able to recycle your grocery receipts 

into more food for the hungry, Walgreenõs gift cards 

for those who need assistance with prescriptions, and 

support, through Community Action, for those who 
need rent assistance.  

 Only by your continued use of $crip  use can we 

make a difference in the lives of our neighbors.  Pur-

chase $crip  for your own personal use:  groceries, 

gifts, auto care, household improvement projects or 

entertainment.  The merchants return a percentage of 
their profit to HUMC for Outreachõs use. 

 Hereõs how.   

Å  Bring your checkbook to church.   

Å  Select $crip  that fits your life style, and fill out a 

$crip Personal Order Form.   

Å  Pay for the $crip  with check or exact change and 
wait a week.   

 Although we have a few pieces of $crip  available 

for òinstant gratificationó, it pays to plan ahead.  You 

get what you want, and Outreach helps people in 

need.  

Backpacks on the Move  
 Twice a month, 30 sturdy backpacks take a 
journey.  First they are filled with nutritious, kid 

friendly food.  Then they are transported from the 

basement of Hillsboro UMC to the main exit hall 

of Lincoln Elementary School, our neighbor 

across the street.  The next phase of their journey 
begins an hour before school is out, when they 

are taken to the classroom where an assigned 

student will be taking the backpack home for the 

weekend.  If all goes according to the planned 

itinerary, the backpack will return, empty on 

Monday so the next family can receive a needed 
food supply boost.  

 This is HUMCõs Food Backpack program.  

This is our way to help families who suffer from 

Food Insecurity:  60 families, bunches of chil-

dren, and, nutrition for all.   
 Come, join us on this journey.  Food contri-

butions may be placed in the Backpack Bus lo-

cated in the Fellowship Hall.  We especially need 

peanut butter, canned fruit and vegetables.  To 

support the program financially, place a check in 

the Sunday offering plate marked òBackpacksó.  
Weõll do the rest!  Thank you for your generosity 

and support.  

Winter Coats Still Needed  
 Winter coats were delivered to 
Youth Contact and Sonrise 

Church.  Low-income and homeless 

adults will be able to select a coat 

from the selection of 42 coats deliv-

ered the second week in December.   Thank you 
for donating clean, warm coats, but since the 

need continues, we will continue to collect warm 

coats.    Tax deduction forms will be available in 

the church office.   

Dear Family Bridge Volunteers  
 Thank you for your great support this last 
year.   Your gift of time and support is invalu-

able!!!   we are all changed through giving.  

At the recent volunteer training at the Family Bridge 

House i met  two  mothers  who had been in the pro-

gram and your help and support has helped  bring 
stability into their lives. They now want to give 

back.   I love being part of  a community that empow-

ers and brings hope.    

 The next Family Bridge Week  is February 5th -

11th.    

 As the new year comes and you  make lists of pri-
orities for the year put volunteering for  our hosting 

homeless families high on your list.   

Johann W. von Goethe says, "The way you see people 

is the way you treat them and the way you treat them 

is what they become." Let us all be changed.  Bless-
ings and thanks.    

Barbara the Outreach Team  

Have You Noticed?  
 You may have noticed new lighting in the 
narthex.  If not, look up next time youõre at the 

church!  Weõve begun the process of 

renovating our narthex to make it a 

more welcoming and useful entry 

into our building.  In the coming 
weeks, youõll see many more 

changes.  This is going to be a great 

transformation of our space!  

 If you have questions about the project, 

please contact Marci Petrick or Clay.  And 

thanks for your patience while weõre in the midst 
of this project!  



United M ethodist W omen  

UMW tackles immigration issues, announces new circle 
 United Methodist Women will start 2012  with a meeting on Jan. 4 at 10 a.m.  Following the 
coffee time hosted by Pat Edmiston and another member, the group will be invited to partici-
pate in an interactive program which will reveal ways in which both documented and undocu-
mented immigrants face complicated issues in the United States.  Some surprises may be in or-
der. 
 The monthly business meeting will follow the program.  The new  2012 UMW program 
book is expected to be distributed at this meeting. 
 The two long -existing circles are being joined by a third.  Eight UMW residents of Cornell 
Estates have formed a third circle that will meet the second Wednesday monthly, as Love and 
Miriam circles already meet.  
To be called the HUMW Share, Prayer and Care Group, they will rotate leadership, although 
Florence Waters has agreed to be the contact person.  Many thanks go to Ruth Brink and Sunny 
Iboshi for spearheading the formation of this new group.  

Coffee KlatchŨSaturday, January 14  10:00 am at The Human Bean 

Cookies ũn More on a Mission! 
 Thank you to everyone who helped make our annual Cookies ũn More event a great success! 
Everyone who baked, advertised, served, bought, or shared is very much appreciated and inte-
gral to our mission. This year we raised a little over $2500 dollars. At their December meeting, 
the UMW voted to send $500 dollars to each of the following 5 organizations:  

Rebuilding Together  Washington County  (Formerly Christmas in April)  Rebuilding Together 
Washington County is a non -profit housing rehabilitation organization dedicated to partnering 
with the community to repair and rehabilitate the houses of the low -income homeowners in 
Washington County.  

Janus Youth Program  Since originating in 1972 as a Multnomah County demonstration project 
to provide residential care for adolescent substance abusers who were largely homeless, Janus 
Youth Programs has provided a second chance for youth from high risk environments - many of 
whom have no other resources, no other family. 

MonikaŪs House Domestic Violence Resource Center  MonikaŪs House Shelter is Washington 
CountyŪs only domestic violence shelter, providing emergency accommodation and other ser-
vices for adults and children escaping imminent physical danger in family violence situations.  

Oregon Food Bank  Oregon Food Bank works with a cooperative, statewide network of partner 
agencies to distribute emergency food to hungry families. In addition, we work to fight hungerŪs 
root causes through public policy, advocacy, nutrition and garden education and helping com-
munities strengthen local food systems. 

UMCOR undesignated fund  UMCOR is the humanitarian relief and development agency of 
the United Methodist Church. Compelled by Christ, UMCOR responds  to natural or human 
made disastersŨthose interruptions of such magnitude that they overwhelm a community's 
ability to recover on its own. UMCOR's mission is to alleviate human suffering. We provide 
practical, proactive support to the most vulnerable survivors of chronic or temporary emergen-
cies due to natural or civil causes 



January Worship Assistants  
 

If you would like to volunteer for any of the openings please e -mail Laura Lillegard,  
the Office Manager, or call the office at 503 -640-1775  

 - Thanks! 
January 1  

Bus DriversðMarshall Crabtree & Gann Clarkson 
FlowersðNeed Volunteer  

Media MinisterðJanica Stewart 
GreetersðLance, Logan & Sophia Shuler 

UshersðLefty & Barbara Schultz 
Communion AssistantsðTed & Linda Cornish and Sunny Iboshi 

Fellowship HostðKathy Hanna & Penny Naki 

January 8  

Bus DriversðTom Gustafson & John Phillipe 
FlowersðNeed Volunteer  

Media MinisterðJanica Stewart 
GreetersðAl & Barbara Deck 

UshersðKevin, Kristi, Connor & Keegan Proctor 
Fellowship Host ïConnie Tripp & Need Volunteer  

January 15  

Bus DriversðBruce Pederson & Bill French 
FlowersðNeed Volunteer  

Media MinistersðDon Allison & Dick Gatke 
GreetersðVern & Marci Petrick 

UshersðDick & Yvon Gay 
FellowshipðGann & Linda Clarkson 

January 22  

Bus DriversðMike Foote & Rick Taylor 
FlowersðThe Proctorôs in Honor of Connerôs Birthday 

Media MinisterðDarrell Miller 
GreetersðTed & Linda Cornish 
UshersðDick & Marjorie Gatke 

Fellowship Host ïJohn & Kathy Franklin 

January 29  

Bus DriversðNeed Volunteer  
FlowersðThe Harrisô in Memory of Carlaôs Brother 

Media MinisterðNeed Volunteer  
GreetersðLefty & Barbara Schultz 

UshersðVern & Marci Petrick 
Fellowship HostðBetty Alexander & Barbara Edgren 

mailto:Laura@hillsboroumc.org


1 
10:00 am Worship 

2 Holiday 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
 

3 
11:00 am Staff  
 Meeting 

4 
8:45 am UMW  
 Executive Meeting 
10:00 am UMW Unit 
 Meeting 
6:30 pm ESL  
 Registration 
7:00 pm Choir  
 Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Women's A/A 

5 
9:00 am Women of 
 Faith 
9:30 am Womenôs 
 Bible Study 
5:30 pm Sharing the 
 Journey 
6:30 pm ESL  
 Registration 
7:00 pm A/A-N/A  
 

6 7 
9:00 am Quilting 
 Group 
10:00 am Bag-n-
 Baggage  
 Rehearsal 

8 
9:00 am Sunday 
 School 
10:00 am Worship 
12:00 pm Bag-n-
 Baggage  
 Rehearsal 
 

 

9 
6:15 pm Committee 
 Meetings 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
7:40 pm Admin  
 Council 

10 
11:00 am Staff  
 Meeting 

11 
9:30 am Miriam Circle 
12:30 pm Love Circle 
6:30 pm ESL Class 
7:00 pm Choir  
 Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Visitation 
 Committee Meeting 
7:00 pm Women's A/A 

12 
9:00 am Women of 
 Faith 
9:30 am Womenôs 
 Bible Study 
6:30 pm ESL Class 
7:00 pm SPRC  
 Meeting 
7:00 pm A/A-N/A  

13 
6:30 pm Youth  
 Literature Group 
 
 

14  
10:00 am Coffee 
 Klatch  
 
 
 
 
 
Youth at Snow Camp 

15 Human Relations 
 Sunday 
9:00 am Sunday 
 School 
10:00 am Worship 
 
 
 
 
Youth at Snow Camp 

16 Holiday 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth at Snow Camp 

17 
10:00 am Gentry 
11:00 am Staff  
 Meeting 
 

18 
6:30 pm ESL Class 
7:00 pm Choir  
 Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Women's A/A 

19 
9:00 am Women of 
 Faith 
9:30 am Womenôs 
 Bible Study 
5:30 pm Sharing the 
 Journey 
6:30 pm ESL Class 
7:00 pm A/A-N/A  
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

20 
10:00 am Community 
 Food Basket 
 

21 

22 
9:00 am Sunday 
 School 
10:00 am Worship 

23 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
7:30 pm Womenôs  
 Evening Fellowship 

24 
11:00 am Staff  
 Meeting 
 

25 
6:30 pm ESL Class 
7:00 pm Choir  
 Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Women's A/A 

26 
9:00 am Women of 
 Faith 
9:30 am Womenôs 
 Bible Study 
10:00 am Le Leche 
6:30 pm ESL Class 
7:00 pm A/A-N/A  
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
9:00 am Sunday 
 School 
10:00 am Worship 
 
 
 
 

30 
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl 
 Guild 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
11:00 am Staff  
 Meeting 
 
 

    

JANUARY 2012 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

This is YOUR newsletter. 
Deadline for February 1 Edition is Thursday January, 12.   

E-mail articles to: laura@hillsboroumc.org 
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