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Sermon – January 30, 2011 

―What Does God Require?‖ 

Rev. Gwen Drake 
 

 

Scripture Reading:   Micah 6:1-8 

 

This is one of my favorite passages in the whole entire Bible!  It says it all for me.  

What more can I say?  What more do you need to hear?  I am really tempted to just call 

the ushers forward and sit down for the offering and go home early.  Seriously!  Or…. 

 

I could have handed this Bible verse to you in calligraphy on a book mark or a card 

with a beautiful river winding through a luscious meadow disappearing into a glorious 

sunset.  The words are so clear and elegantly simple, and pretty easy to memorize and 

recite.  Who needs to explore their beauty and apply their meaning to the stuff going on 

in our lives?  Isn’t it obvious? 

 

We often take the Bible in bits and pieces, just a passage here and there, a verse we 

like and another to prove our point.  What we need to do, even here, is to look at what is 

going on around the writer.  We need the context to give us a better understanding of 

where those words came from.  Micah was a prophet from a culture long, long ago.  

Prophets used words to re-make their world.  Prophets had the ability to look at what was 

going on around them and speak about it with words that were God-grounded, God-

energized, God-passionate.  Prophets could see moral rubble and spiritual disorder in the 

world and through words bring before the people God’s presence and God’s voice. 

 

Micah was a master of metaphor.  He used metaphor to plunge us into a much larger 

world of reality.  A bigger reality than what we see and touch and smell and hear…a 

world that cannot be described by mere words…a world of love and compassion, justice 

and faithfulness, sin and evil….and God.  Mostly God.  

 

The scene Micah gives us has the resemblance of a lawsuit in ancient Israel, eight 

centuries before the time of Jesus.  In this courtroom, God is the judge as well as the 

prosecutor.  The people are the accused.  All of creation, “the enduring foundations of the 
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earth” Micah says, are present to hear the case.  It’s not clear what role Micah is.  Maybe 

he is the defense attorney or maybe he is an observer.  . 

 

The people receive a summons:  “Hear what the Lord says!”  Witnesses gather.  The 

witnesses are the mountains and the hills, there to hear God present a case against the 

people.  God has a “controversy” with the people and God will confront them. 

 

Then, an unusual thing happens.  Rather than listing all the accusations and 

wrongdoings, God asks a very personal question, “O my people, what have I done to you, 

how have I wearied you?”  And God recites some of the powerful history the people 

know so well: delivering them out of Egypt, giving them leaders like Moses, Aaron and 

Miriam, being with them in the wilderness, leading them to the Promised Land.  God says 

to them, remember these things and you will know me as the God who saves, the God 

who delivers, the God who is merciful and compassionate. 

 

It was a great speech--a state of the covenant speech.  And it must have had 

tremendous impact, because, without skipping a beat (or a verse in this case), the people 

respond with a question.  They seem to realize they have failed to be faithful in their 

covenant.  They seem to get it and acknowledge they have strayed.  So their question is: 

What should they do to be close to God again? 

 

And maybe they are a little exasperated.  Can you hear it?  They say, “What should I 

do to come before the Lord?  Should I bring more offerings, better offerings?  If that isn’t 

enough, what about thousands of rams, or ten thousands of rivers of oil?”  It is an 

enormous, over-the-top, yet rather empty gesture.  Here, take all of this, God, now are 

you happy?  And if that isn’t enough, take my first born.  Will that make up for all the 

sinning I’ve done? 

 

And that’s when Micah answers the people with the simplest, yet most fundamentally 

challenging of answers: do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.  

That’s all.  Nothing more, nothing less. 

 

These words came from a prophet who knew what the social problems were.  The rich 

were getting richer and the poor were getting poorer, yes, and more than that: the rich 

were getting richer because the poor were getting poorer.  Those with land and power 

were able to foreclose on the small farmers taking away their source of survival.  Wealth 

was concentrated in a very small group of people.  Many were being driven into poverty.  

Compassion and mercy were in short supply.  People went through the motions of 

worship, while ignoring the suffering people they passed on the way to worship.  Their 

worship was empty.   

 

Eight centuries before the time of Jesus-- what do we have in common with that 

world?  What would be our answer if God asked us, “How have I done you wrong?  Have 
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I burdened you?  Have I worn you out?”  Do we come to worship wondering what in the 

world God wants of us?  Why do you come to church?  Or, maybe I need to ask this 

question.  Why do people not come to church?  Do people outside the doors of organized 

religion ever ask, what does the Lord require of me?  And if they asked us, what would 

our answer be?  Micah’s answer is God doesn’t want a bigger offering.  God doesn’t 

want a bigger portion of our income, our livelihood.  God doesn’t want our children 

either.  God wants more…God wants a changed heart.  God wants compassion and 

loyalty and justice and humility.  God wants to be at the core and center of why we do 

what we do.  That’s a lot more than throwing another hundred dollars in the offering 

plate.  It’s speaking to our hearts and souls.  It’s about our relationships with ourselves, 

our neighbors and God. 

 

All the good works in the world won’t save you if they are not born out of your heart 

and passion for life, for creation, for each other, and for yourself.  Look at yourself first.  

Are you seeking justice, loving kindness, walking humbly with your God.  It starts with 

yourself—do you practice justice with yourself and your loved ones.  Justice is not an 

easy thing to practice.  Because life is not fair.  It rains on the unjust as well as the just.  

Practicing justice is not the easy road.  It is about being fair-minded, it is about integrity 

and keeping your word, it is about not taking unfair advantage of any situation.  Justice is 

difficult in our world, because it is not about getting even either.  Nor, is it about letting 

people off the hook.  Justice is about facing consequences, yes.  It is not about revenge 

and retaliation.  And it certainly isn’t about violence.  Seeking justice—it’s about dignity 

and respect for all of life.  It’s about everyone being heard, being listened too, with 

fairness.  It’s about courage and strength.  And it is something that always needs to be 

sought after, it’s a journey that continues and will continue as long as we have people in 

the world.  God calls us to seek justice. 

 

Loving kindness—I like this one the best.  This is the feel-good one for me.  If only 

we all practiced loving kindness, what a world we would have!  But let me challenge you 

just a bit on this.  Because loving kindness will only work if you treat you with loving 

kindness.  It’s one of those things you have to do.  You absolutely need to love yourself 

first, be kind to yourself first, before you can authentically love others and be kind to 

others. 

 

And walk humbly with your God…humbly.  Some of us don’t do “humble” very well.  

It is one of those qualities that is hard to learn and more difficult to teach.  And when you 

claim to be humble—well, I’m not sure that makes you humble anymore.  It just doesn’t 

work to go around wearing a button that says “I am humble.”  It’s a quality in a person 

that just is.  And to walk humbly with your God is to tread lightly on our earth.  We have 

too many unconsciously arrogant people in the world, people who have the answers 

before they know the questions, people who trample other people ideas and thoughts 

without listening first.  We often take ourselves too seriously and don’t take God 

seriously enough. 
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I saw “The King’s Speech” Thursday night, one of the ten movies nominated for Best 

Picture.  Excellent film, I highly recommend it.  One blogger said, her husband grumbled 

about going to see a two hour film about someone who stutters.  She pleaded with him to 

see it with her and he grudgingly agreed and couldn’t stop thanking her afterwards.  And 

she so wanted to say, “I told you so.”  So she did.  Not a very humble thing to do.   

 

The film is both spectacular and gripping, the struggles deep and revealing.  It’s a film 

about British royalty that is so very human.  The film calls us to enter into the struggles 

of this royal family simply because we all have roles we have to play in our lives—

whether it be parent or grandparent or our job or what we do in a church or any 

organization.  Sometimes we embrace the role.  Sometimes we resent the role.  

Sometimes we rise to the occasion.  Sometimes we chafe against the role.  And whatever 

role it is, we may become great in it—or not.  “The King’s Speech” is about this struggle.  

It is about the failure and the triumph of this struggle with one’s role as king.  It is set in 

England, just before World War II.  It is about two brothers, David, the heir to the throne 

of England and Bertie who had no expectation of ever being called to lead his people 

because first, he wasn’t the elder son and more importantly, he had a speech impediment.  

There are situations in our own lives that call us to take on roles we may not necessarily 

desire or even strive for, but the times require us to take it on.  The Bible is full of 

reluctant leaders and prophets—yet they stepped up to the plate. 

 

Bertie did not want to be king.  He was painfully aware of his own imperfections.  Yet 

he loved England.  He loved his people.  The film is about his humiliating and humbling 

relationship with an Australian speech therapist.  It is about unconditional love and 

respect.  It is about courage in the face of very real fear.  It is about hard work and 

determination.  It is about humility and honesty and friendship.  It is about him stepping 

into the role of King of England and not losing himself, instead he becomes the man that 

England needs for such a time.  He becomes greater. 

 

If you want to know what Micah is talking about when he answers the question, what 

does God require of us, go see “The King’s Speech” even if you are like the husband of 

the blogger, even if you don’t think you can sit through it because it doesn’t have 

phenomenal special effects or a chase scene or fast paced action.  Go because you will 

learn from it, about duty and responsibility and friendship and humility and love—the 

stuff we humans were made for.  Amen. 
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Call to Awareness— 

 

We are here because God called us to be here.  Okay, maybe it wasn’t the voice of 

God, rather the voice of habit or duty or joy or need or love or whatever it was that got 

you out of bed and all the way to the pew you are sitting in.  Still, it is because of God 

we are here or some kind of divine providence.  We are here and the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ surrounds us, the Spirit hovers around us, and the spark of the divine 

resides in us.  Welcome to Hillsboro UMC, a group of caring people who have more 

questions than answers and come here because we are journeying through life 

connected to one another, lifting each other up in prayer, rejoicing together, singing 

together, and listening together.  I’m Pastor Gwen and if you are a visitor I would love 

to meet you during the fellowship time.  Please take this time to stand and greet each 

other. 

 

Pastoral Prayer— 

 

Gracious and loving God, we are on a journey together and separate, collectively and 

individually.  You are with us on this journey always.  We are grateful for that—

because life is sometimes lonely.  Life throws us a curve ball when we weren’t 

looking, and we didn’t practice swinging at curve balls.  We didn’t expect this at 

all…. The cancer, a death, a revolution, a snow storm, a break-up, an announcement, 

surgery, recovery, remission, rejection….it just seems like too much sometimes, 

God…and we forget, you are with us…so close…as close as our breath, as profound 

as our heart beat, you are here.  So help us remember.  Awaken us out of our self-

absorption, our self- pity, our self-loathing, open our eyes, open our senses to what is 

here right now…the sounds of someone breathing next to us, the voice of a child, the 

warmth of a hand, the flickering of a candle, and music.  Awaken us to the sounds of 

life and joy and your presence.  For you are here, holding us all in the palm of your 

hand as we walk together in a world of need, a world of pain, a world that is a mess—

yet it is beautiful anyway.  Give us your grace, your love, your wisdom as we walk 

through our stuff.  Give the world your peace and your reconciliation and your mercy.  

Let our lives begin again this day—renewed and revived with this Sabbath time, this 

connecting time, this special time in this special place.  In Christ’s name we 

pray….Our Father….  

 

 


