
The Spire 

On Friday, March 13th, we 

received direction from 

our Bishop Elaine 

Stanovsky to suspend in 

person worship and other 

gatherings.  Two days later, 

we produced our first live 

stream worship service.  

Since that time we have 

celebrated Holy Week and 

Easter online, we have 

held Zoom gatherings.  

You have made masks and 

filled bags for food distri-

bution events.  You have 

responded generously to 

our Community COVID 

Relief fund.  We have 

hosted blood drives.  We 

have found ways to obtain 

everything from hand sani-

tizer and diapers to  turkey 

and milk to rice and beans, 

repackaged them into indi-

vidual portions, and dis-

tributed them to our neigh-

bors in need.  Because of 

our long term relationships 

with organizations like the 

Western Farm Worker As-

sociation and Lincoln 

Street and Mooberry Ele-

mentary Schools, we have 

been able to asses needs 

and distribute directly to 

some of those most in 

need in our community.  

Because of our partner-

ships with the Interfaith 

Alliance, our friends at St. 

Vincent de Paul know they 

can call us when they have 

a generous donation to 

share because we can im-

mediately get it to more 

people.  Because of your 

servant hearts, every time 

we have put out a call for 

volunteers, every shift gets 

filled immediately and then 

some. 

You continue to care for 

one another.  Your cards 

and phone calls to some of 

our most isolated members 

continue.  We have made 

Holy Week and Pentecost 

deliveries to our members 

in assisted living centers, to 

our children and others.  

You put on a birthday pa-

rade for some of our chil-

dren.  You put on a drive-

way farewell party for long 

time members on to new 

journeys.  You’ve sent 

birthday cards, sympathy 

cards, encouragement to 

staff members and count-

less prayers of support for 

one another, our commu-

nity and world. 

Our building access is re-

stricted, to protect the 

health and safety of all of 

God’s children.  But the 

church, the people who are 

the church, have been ex-

tremely busy doing the 

work of church.  We are 

grateful for the wonderful 

resource that is our build-

ing, and we look forward 

to the day we can again 

worship there together.  

But in the meantime, the 

church has left the building 

and will continue to do the 

work Christ calls us to do, 

wherever and however 

those opportunities pre-

sent themselves. 

Volunteers prepared for food  

distribution. 
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Sisters and Brothers, hermanas y her-

manos, 

Grace and peace to you! I hope and pray 

you and your family are safe and healthy. 

It has been a challenging, disorienting 

couple of months for all of us. The famil-

iar patterns and habits of life have been 

disrupted, and even our most basic activi-

ties have been adapted. We haven’t been 

able to gather for worship since early 

March, which means that we haven’t been 

able to see one another in person in two 

months. 

For most of us, this is an unprecedented 

experience. 

Can we still be the church in these cir-

cumstances?  Can we be a church that 

doesn’t gather in person? Can we be a 

church that doesn’t have Bible studies? 

Can we be a church that doesn’t sing 

praise to God together? 

Yes! Indeed, we are the church now 

more than ever. 

The COVID-19-related challenges we 

face are unprecedented for us, but not for 

the Church of Jesus Christ. In our 2000 

year history, the Church has faced severe 

difficulties, including health pandemics. 

Just about 100 years ago, our own congre-

gation faced the 1918 Flu Pandemic. And 

in all of these cases, the Church didn’t just 

survive, but we were often on the front 

lines of providing care for our neighbors.  

We believe that God loves all people, and 

that God calls us to act with loving com-

passion for all people. Jesus’ many acts of 

feeding the hungry and healing the ill are 

the grounding and model for our own 

work to feed and heal our neighbors.  

The Church exists for just this kind of 

work: to feed the hungry, to care for the 

sick, to shelter the homeless, to console 

the grieving. When we live out this mis-

sion, we are being exactly who God 

shapes us to be. In times of crisis, the 

Church should be an example of faithful, 

compassionate response. 

I am grateful for all of the ways that you 

have helped us to be the Church: learning 

new technology that keeps us connected, 

giving generously of your resources and 

time, reaching out in care and concern to 

friends and neighbors. 

In his letter to the Christians in Rome, 

Paul admonished them: “Do not lag in 

zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suf-

fering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to 

the needs of the saints; extend hospitality 

to strangers.” (Romans 12:11-13) 

 May we hear these words as our call to 

action in these challenging days!   

 Clay 

Still the Church, More Than Ever 

We need YOU to help us plant and care for our church Community Garden this sea-

son!  We need leaders, planters, waterers, weeders and anyone who is willing and able to 

help us provide fruits, vegetables and herbs for our neighbors this year.  We anticipate 

the need for this resource will only increase in the coming months.  Volunteers have 

started clearing out the cover crops, turning the soil and planting this Spring, but more 

work is needed!  Contact Pastor Clay at Clay@HillsboroUMC.org to get involved is this 

vital source of fresh produce for our community! 

Community Garden 

Heidi has been working to 

get the garden ready for 

planting. 

Hillsboro United Methodist 

Church in 1918. 

“The Church exists for 

just this kind of work: 

to feed the hungry, to 

care for the sick, to 

shelter the homeless, 

to console the 

grieving.”  
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Keren Sasil Rodriguez Appointed to Aloha UMC 
 By Keren Sasil Rodriguez 

Keren Sasil Rodriguez 

The Upper Room 

My parents started their 

work within the Methodist 

church back in 2000. I was 

a kid then and did not un-

derstand what it was to be 

Methodist. It wasn’t until 

when I was ten years old 

that I started to question 

things around my environ-

ment, one of them being 

that most of my friends 

were children who could 

not afford to go to school, 

have shoes and have food 

daily. I questioned many 

times why was it that my 

reality was so different, and 

I grew up being mad about 

them not having the same 

resources as I did.  Most of 

these children were part of 

a church my father served 

in Honduras in a “rural” 

area. My necessity to re-

solve their situation grew 

for years. Yet, life would 

take me in a different path. 

My parents moved in to 

their first appointment in 

the USA in 2006. For my 

first years in USA, I was 

more focused on my sur-

vival. In many ways I 

thought that assimilating to 

the dominant culture was 

the best option. It was real-

ly until I was living in 

Michigan that I started to 

question social issues 

again. I had suffered family 

separation with my two 

siblings when I was six-

teen. I realized that I need-

ed to seek something I en-

joyed. Once in Oregon I 

started to volunteer with 

the Western Farm Workers 

Association. I realized the 

more I volunteered the 

more I felt compelled to 

work for social change.  

I received an invitation to 

assist an event of 

M.A.R.C.H.A, “Metodistas 

Associados Representando La 

causa Hispano Americana”. 

In this event I hoped to 

meet fellow Methodist 

community organizers. 

Instead, what I discovered 

was that there was a need 

for community organizing 

in the church. Through 

this experience I received 

my call to ministry.  As a 

result, I got involved in the 

Methodist Church nation-

ally with MARCHA as a 

youth jurisdictional leader, 

in a movement of young 

people I cofounded named 

LAHYPE that targeted 

social holiness as the main 

goal. I was also an advo-

cate for the General Com-

mission of Religion and 

Race (GCOR) for general 

conference.  I was part of 

the youth 2015 design 

team working with young 

people’s ministries, I also 

The Upper Room 

The Upper Room devotional guides for May-June 2020 are currently available. Please 

call or email, and we will be delighted to send you one through the mail. LARGE 

PRINT and Spanish versions are also available. You can also download any of these 

versions for free at https://www.upperroom.org/covid-19 .  Never read The Upper 

Room? Every day there is a short devotional and prayer written by a Christian some-

where in the world. Hopefully you’ll find reading them for a month will make you a 

more connected and more faithful part of the Body of Christ. Give it a try! Contact of-

fice@hillsboroumc.org.  

I believe my work is 

cut out for me, but in 

many ways this was 

the work I was meant 

to do in my life.  
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We simply do not know 

when we will return to 

having small groups, 

worship, and other in-

person gatherings. Our 

Bishop, following the ad-

vice of state health authori-

ties, has suspended all in-

person gatherings through 

at least mid-June, and we 

shouldn’t be surprised if 

the suspension lasts much 

longer. We are being cau-

tious and careful with the 

health of all of our church 

members, as well as the 

community at large. We 

will have in-person gather-

ings when it is safe to do 

so. 

While we don’t know the 

when of re-opening our 

building, we do have 

some ideas of how the re

-opening will happen. 

We will re-open slowly, 

and in phases. We will 

likely first begin with very 

small gatherings (10 or 

fewer people), then move 

to larger gatherings (maybe 

25 or fewer people), and 

then into larger gatherings.  

As we re-open, we will 

take precautions to keep 

one another safe. Those 

precautions will include 

hand washing/sanitizing 

stations, managed move-

ment within the building, 

and careful attendance 

tracking.  

A team of people from the 

Board and the Staff are 

working to develop a plan 

for HUMC’s re-opening. 

We’ll use the best infor-

mation available to us from 

local health authorities and 

our Annual Conference to 

draft a step-by-step plan. 

We’ll share the plan when 

it’s ready so that we can all 

know what to expect once 

we begin the process of re-

opening. 

As always, if you have 

questions, you can contact 

the church office (503-640-

1775) or Pastor Clay 

(clay@hillsboroumc.org). 

The situation is always 

changing, and we’ll do our 

best to keep you informed. 

Thank you for your pa-

tience as we continue to 

find ways to stay healthy 

and safe.  

Hillsboro UMC is doing a lot to reach out to our neighbors in need – providing food 

bags, grocery gift cards, and household necessities; making masks for agricultural work-

ers; speaking up on behalf of our most vulnerable siblings. 

But our care for those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic also extends to the mem-

bers of our congregation . If you need help in any way, please let us know. It can be 

awkward to ask for help, but please know that we are here to help, and that there is no 

shame in needing assistance of any kind. 

If you know a neighbor who is struggling, let us know. We have resources for any one 

in need. Although we cannot do everything that we’d like to, we CAN do a lot. We 

want to help in whatever ways we can. 

Requests for help can be made to the church office or directly to Pastor Clay 

(clay@hillsboroumc.org). All requests we receive are handled in confidence.  

What Happens Next? 

Do You Need Help?  Does Your Neighbor Need Help? 

Volunteers hand out  

free food bags. 

Greater NW Area Guide 

to Re-opening Guidelines 

It can be awkward 
to ask for help, but 

please know that we 
are here to help,  
and that there is    

no shame in needing 
assistance of        

any kind. 
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Benefit Gift Cards 
We are happy to announce our Benefit Gift Card program is accepting orders again!   

On the order form you’ll find many businesses you are probably still frequenting includ-

ing Safeway and Fred Meyer, Lowes and Home Depot, and restaurants with take out.  

Gift Cards also make great gifts for Graduates and Father’s Day.  Simply email 

Laura@HillsboroUMC.org with your order – which stores in which amounts, then fol-

low up with a check in the mail.  Please allow extra time for order processing and deliv-

ery.  And remember, the Benefit mobile app is always available and a contact free pay-

ment method at many retailers!  A percentage of all purchases goes toward outreach 

ministries like the Community Trading Post!  Order form link: https://bit.ly/2AvlJfa 

Keren Sasil Rodriguez  Continued from Page 3 

 

I decided to step down and 

pursue my education again.  

However, around March I 

received a call about work-

ing at Aloha UMC as a part 

time lay pastor. I thought 

to myself that this was the 

opportunity I was seeking 

for over 10 years.  

My goal for the next six 

months for the Aloha 

United Methodist Church 

is to really get to know 

what legacy, gifts and 

where do they wish to go 

on from now on. I will 

work on building relation-

ships in a horizontal way in 

which we can all learn 

from each other. I plan to 

create church partnerships 

with the churches nearby 

and link the church with 

community organizations. 

I am also interested in 

working with their multi-

cultural ministries, listen to 

them and aide in their mul-

ticultural ministry. I believe 

my work is cut out for me, 

but in many ways this was 

the work I was meant to 

do in my life. As I start to 

transition into my new role 

in our church, I want to let 

you all know that I keep 

you all in my heart. I am 

blessed to have you as a 

home church.  I am 

blessed to have you as sup-

port in the many parts of 

my life. I want to say thank 

you for listening to me, 

and encouraging me con-

stantly.  It has been a long 

journey to finally be able to 

work in Aloha UMC.  

Many times I questioned 

myself and had many peo-

ple question my capability 

to do this work however, 

God holds our hand al-

ways. Gracias Hillsboro 

UMC. 

served in many places 

within the Oregon Idaho 

Conference, such as a 

young adult coordinator, 

part of the Hispanic minis-

tries committee and many 

other committees and plac-

es.  After General confer-

ence 2016, I was burned 

out. I did not want to do 

any more for the church. I 

was in pain and life was 

taking me to other places 

too. I needed a break. In 

this long break that lasted 

for more than two years I 

questioned myself. I grew 

mentally and spiritually, 

and I questioned a lot of 

my organizing techniques. 

One day I received an invi-

tation to be part of Board 

of Ordained Ministries for 

our conference. I began to 

start to get involved again 

in the church. During this 

time, I received much ad-

vice for my call to ministry 

and where I needed to go. 

I want to let you all 

know that I keep 

you all in my heart. I 

am blessed to have 

you as a home 

church.   
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As part of our vision statement, 

we take “building community” 

very seriously in this congrega-

tion.  Both within our congrega-

tion, and throughout our com-

munity and world, we strive to 

be in relationship with one an-

other, working alongside our 

neighbors for the transformation 

of the world.  In each edition of 

the Spire, we spotlight someone 

or some group of people to help 

you be in connection with one 

another.  This month we feature 

our newest staff member, Perry 

Heun who has joined us at the 

Worship Outreach Leader.  

Here are a few words from  

Perry about himself and his  

new role 

Whether you saw me up 

on the balcony on the third 

Sunday of the month, at 

the Anniversary Luncheon 

premiering the mini-

documentary Hillsboro Unit-

ed Methodist Church: Celebrat-

ing 175 Years, or have yet to 

meet me -- Allow me to 

introduce myself: 

My name is Perry, and I 

am the newest member of 

HUMC Staff. As Worship 

Outreach Leader, I work 

behind the scenes to pre-

pare for and broadcast the 

Live stream, including edit-

ing the slides, setting up 

the live stream equipment, 

broadcasting the service 

(with the help of Kristi 

Proctor), and editing and 

publishing the sermon af-

terward. My favorite meta-

phor for the work we do is 

the swan; more-or-less 

gracefully floating on the 

water while its feet kick 

and thrash frantically un-

derneath the surface. 

Since 2009, I have been 

working in some capacity 

or another, as "the sound 

guy." I started at Forest 

Grove UMC as a substitute 

audiovisual technician, and 

I did my bit throughout 

High School. In 2018 I 

graduated from Portland 

State University with a 

bachelor's degree in film, 

specializing in production 

and post-production 

sound. From then on, I 

have worked on film sets 

and podcasts, and at wed-

dings and concerts, and I 

am blessed by my friends 

and loved ones that have 

supported me. 

Around this time last year, 

I started filming the ser-

mons of our guest preach-

ers during Rev. Clay’s re-

newal leave. Simultaneous-

ly, I started working on a 

short documentary on the 

past, present, and future of 

the HUMC. Slowly, we 

built up our capabilities to 

produce weekly sermon 

videos and audio podcasts, 

with myself and a few oth-

ers as volunteers, like for 

the sound system in the 

media ministry.  

We planned to test 

livestreaming our services 

on Easter Sunday, but the 

world had other plans. A 

week into March, we began 

to plan for an earlier 

rollout of our live stream; a 

couple of weeks later, Clay 

and the board asked me to 

be hired on officially to 

run the livestream during 

this pandemic. Like many 

other businesses, hiring for 

sound on film sets dried up 

fast. This blesses me that I 

can serve our community 

of faith through my work 

and have an income in 

these trying times  

After high school and uni-

versity, I no longer had ties 

to the churches I went to 

in those respective com-

munities. Hillsboro United 

Methodist Church became 

my home church almost 

instantly – and not just 

because my parents be-

came members. The ties I 

feel with this church are 

not temporary. Unlike the 

other churches, I have 

dedicated more than just 

my Sunday mornings to 

this place. And every one 

of you I have met has wel-

comed me with open arms 

–and waves from an ap-

propriate social distance. 

I am an Eagle Scout. I col-

lect stamps. I enjoy cook-

ing and consuming films as 

much as making them. 

Building Community Corner 

 

The ties I feel with this 

church are not 

temporary. Unlike the 

other churches, I have 

dedicated more than 

just my Sunday 

mornings to this place. 
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Addiction Support Resource 
Though we are currently unable to host the physical gatherings of the 14 12-step sup-

port groups who meet each week at HUMC, we continue to offer our support to these 

extended members of our church family.  The Addiction Resource team has asked us to 

share this link to essential information to those currently in treatment or realizing the 

need for treatment at this time.  https://bit.ly/2Xsn5jQ  It explains step by step what 

to do at the time of pandemic if you or your loved ones have an addiction. 

Serving Selflessly 

Raven restocks the  

Mini Trading Post 

 

As part of our vision statement, 

“Serving Selflessly” is a big 

part of who we are and comes to 

life in so many ways.  Serving 

our God, our congregation, our 

community and our world, we 

are always looking for new ways 

to be of service.  Whether you 

are looking for a little some-

thing you can do in your free 

time, or a new ongoing task to 

take on, we can help point you 

to new opportunities.   

In this issue we highlight 

our church member Raven 

Nelson and his work with 

the Mini Community Trad-

ing Post.   

When the building first 

had to limit access back in 

March, the Community 

Trading Post team quickly 

realized how critical our 

Mini Trading Post would 

be in making food and hy-

giene items available to 

those in our community in 

need.  It had been a popu-

lar feature since first open-

ing in the fall.  But now 

with the building closed 

and the need for food in-

creasing, the Mini Trading 

Post rarely stays filled for 

long.  A team of volunteers 

restocks whenever they 

can, but with fewer of us 

around the church and less 

often, the Mini Trading 

Post was standing empty 

too often.  But then came 

Raven. 

Raven Nelson has been 

worshiping with us at 

HUMC regularly and was 

eager for a chance to get 

involved in helping others.  

He has joined the Commu-

nity Trading Post team and 

now restocks the Mini 

Community Trading Post 

every evening. 

“I like having a purpose,” 

he says.  “I bring food out 

that I think people are go-

ing to need, protein, carbo-

hydrates, a stable meal.  I 

come out about 7:00 every 

evening and restock.”  

What are some of the most 

popular items?    “Easy 

open cans, foods they 

don’t have to heat to eat.  

People who are homeless 

don’t always have access to 

a can opener or a heat 

source, not even hot water.  

You just don’t know what 

somebody is going to want 

or when.  They take the 

crackers, bread, peanut 

butter; at least I know peo-

ple are getting good pro-

tein.  And I try to switch it 

up.  A good variety of 

snack bars.  Applesauce, 

peaches, shelf stable milk. 

People are using it!” 

Everyone in the communi-

ty is encouraged to partici-

pate by bringing food and 

hygiene items to restock at 

any time.  Or you can buy 

any of these most needed 

items in bulk, bring them 

to the church and our team 

will help restock those 

items regularly. 

But having the consistency 

of a regular volunteer has 

made a big difference to 

the people who access this 

resource.  As Raven shares,   

“I enjoy doing it.  It gives 

me a sense of purpose.” 

With the building 

closed and the need for 

food increasing, the 

Mini Trading Post rarely 

stays filled for long.   
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Choir Update by Betty Busch 

Everyone in our choir is doing well. Life has changed a lot for some of us and has 

stayed the same for others.  The choir has Zoomed in for a virtual meeting and will 

continue to check-in via Zoom about every 2 weeks.  Some of us have embraced tech-

nology as a way to see each other and stay connected: Zoom meetings, Live stream 

worship, virtual coffee hour. Others of us use technology a lot during our work life and 

enjoy the break from using the computer on evenings and weekends. 

Here are some details about some of us: 

Marci is busy with a family archive project. 

Charlie has perfected making steel cut oats. 

Sheila misses her fitness classes at the gym but is running to stay fit. 

Elizabeth is busy with her move to Boise! 

Heidi is working hard to teach her students remotely. 

Randy and Gwen are staying safe at home and wishing for more projects. 

Everyone misses singing together and having face- to-face connection. 

We are called to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus, 

caring for our neighbors. 

The Community Trading 

Post team is finding new 

opportunities to help oth-

ers while still following 

Stay Safe guidelines.  For 

example, last fall we re-

ceived a very generous do-

nation of empty prescrip-

tion containers.  With 

some sanitizing, new labels 

and laundry soap, those 

containers are mini laundry 

soaps. Speaking of clean, 

Katie has made several 

trips to Freeland Spirits in 

Portland, a local distillery 

who has been donating a 

gallon of hand sanitizer 

each week. She along with 

some volunteers filled and 

labeled new bottles with 

hand sanitizer. Now the 

mini Trading Post offers 

laundry soap and hand san-

itizer! 

The team is also preparing 

bags of staples for Jorge to 

share with the Hispanic/

LatinX community. Bags 

of rice, beans, pasta, sugar, 

flour and other items are 

ready when there is an im-

mediate need.  

We find creative, helpful 

ways to solve our challeng-

es. Raven, who is parked 

onsite behind the church, 

has joined the Trading 

Post team. He restocks the 

mini Trading Post each 

evening. Other volunteers 

will be filling the shelves at 

other times. Together we 

can each find a way to con-

tribute and be the hands 

and feet of Jesus. 

Community Trading Post by Pat Salas 

 

Bottles of hand sanitizer for 

the Mini Trading Post 
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Many Ways to Worship 

Our Prayers 

 

From the first Sunday halt-

ed in person worship on 

Sunday mornings, we be-

gan live streaming our 

worship service online 

through YouTube.  Since 

that time we have contin-

ued to offer more and 

more ways for people to 

be able to take part in our 

worship, whenever and 

however they are able.  

Here are the options cur-

rently available! 

Join our Live Stream 

Worship Service on 

YouTube at 10:00 am each 

Sunday morning.  You can 

access YouTube from your 

computer, tablet, phone or 

TV.  Go to youtube/

HillsboroUMC to find us.  

If you create a YouTube 

account, you can subscribe 

to our channel, give the 

“thumbs up” to any of our 

videos and participate in 

the chat.   

New Call In Option for 

Worship – To make wor-

ship accessible to even 

more people, we are now 

offering a call in option!  

When you call in on Sun-

day Mornings at 10:00am, 

you will be able to hear our 

worship live stream ser-

vice.  To Call in for the 

Audio Worship Stream: 

Dial: 253-215-8782 

Follow the voice prompts. 

Enter the Meeting ID: 971 

8870 2942# 

When asked for a Partici-

pant ID, just press the # 

again. 

Can’t be with us live at 

10:00 am on Sundays?  No 

problem!  You can always 

access our sermons which 

are all listed on our 

YouTube channel.  We 

also send out a link to the 

entire worship service each 

Monday morning.  Make 

sure you are subscribed to 

our email list to receive 

this special link as it is not 

published elsewhere. 

Catch our Podcast!  You 

can also access our ser-

mons on your favorite 

podcast service including 

Spotify, iHeartRadio, 

Google Podcasts, Apple 

Podcasts or wherever you 

access podcasts.   

Want a print copy?  We 

now offer printed tran-

scripts of our Sunday ser-

mon.  Contact the office to 

have a copy mailed to you.  

You can send an email to 

office@hillsboroumc.org 

or call at 503-640-1775. 

tribute a list of prayer re-

quests each week so we 

can be in prayer for one 

another.  We have created 

a dedicated prayer request 

email: Prayer@Hillsboro 

UMC.org.  You can email 

your prayer request at any 

time throughout the week.  

If you would like your 

prayer request to remain 

confidential, please indi-

As part of our Baptismal 

Covenant, we pledge to be 

in prayer for one another.  

It has been our tradition to 

lift prayers of our commu-

nity in our worship service.  

Even though we are not 

gathering in person, we 

continue to lift the prayer 

concerns of our congrega-

tion in our live stream wor-

ship service.  We also dis-

cate that in your message.  

You can also lift prayers 

during the live stream in 

the chat section.  Start your 

Prayer Request with PR: so 

we are sure to capture that 

information for our weekly 

prayer list.  If you would 

like to be added to the 

email distribution list to 

receive prayer requests and 

other communication, 
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Concerned residents, stu-

dents, retirees, churches, 

professionals and even 

those self-isolating joined 

Western Farm Workers 

Association’s (WFWA) to 

fill benefit requests from 

WFWA members who lost 

work and income due to 

the coronavirus emergency 

beginning mid-March. Vol-

unteers and supporters 

assisted with medical advo-

cacy to get WFWA mem-

bers tested for COVID-19, 

emergency food, face 

masks, gloves, clothing and 

hygiene supplies.  

“Emergency food requests 

tripled and requests for 

rent assistance advocacy 

through WFWA’s Infor-

mation and Referral bene-

fit rose 500% within the 

two weeks after the stay-at-

home order,” explained 

Benefit Session Coordina-

tor Roxanne Valencia. 

“Meanwhile, store shelves 

were emptied of the staple 

items that our members 

depend on.” 

WFWA volunteers filled 

over 80 emergency food 

requests in the office the 

first two weeks of the re-

sponse. Volunteers began 

organizing the first of a 

series of large scale food 

distributions that each 

reached over one thou-

sands low-paid workers 

and their families.  

“We had to invent a new 

format for our food distri-

bution given the interna-

tional pandemic,” stated 

WFWA Operations Man-

ager Parker Berger. “We 

worked in small teams to 

bag the food. Everyone 

wore donated masks and 

gloves. The team preparing 

the bags set them on a ta-

ble so another volunteer 

could take them to a car 

without having to directly 

contact another person. 

The volunteer drivers ar-

rived every 30 minutes and 

never left their car. We 

loaded the cars, gave the 

drivers their route and they 

delivered the food to the 

doorstep and called the 

member to notify them it 

had arrived.” 

Hillsboro United Method-

ist Church and Westside 

United Methodist Church 

provided gift cards for the 

Mother’s Day Food Distri-

bution, so in addition to 

the food, mother’s could 

buy exactly what they 

wanted from the store. 

Members called into 

WFWA’s office and 

thanked everyone involved 

for the support. “It made a 

huge difference,” explained 

one member who had lost 

her job in the first two-

weeks of the shutdown, 

and one month later her 

husband had also lost his 

job. “We are doing every-

thing we can to survive but 

even with two people 

working we don’t have any 

savings.” 

 Throughout the pandem-

ic, while WFWA expands  

it benefit program, the of-

fice has remained open 

seven days per week from 

9:00 am to 9:00 pm. Vol-

unteers as well as donation 

of white rice, dried pinto 

beans and cooking oil are 

always needed.  

Western Farm Worker Association Update 
 By Parker Berger 

WFWA volunteers deliver-

ing emergency bags of food 

“Emergency food 

requests tripled and 

requests for rent 

assistance advocacy 

through WFWA’s 

Information and 

Referral benefit rose 

500% within the two 

weeks after the stay-at

-home order,”  
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WFWA volunteers prepare 

emergency bags of food 



In Loving Memory 

One of the most difficult challenges imposed by the COVID-19 Pandemic has been 

the ways we mourn the loss of loved ones.  Some goodbyes cannot be said at bedside, 

travel restrictions have prevented the ability to join family members, and social distanc-

ing has canceled traditional services, and even hugs of support from family and friends 

are restricted.  These losses can be especially difficult for members of our church family 

at this time.  Please continue to surround them with your prayers and support. 

  

 Mother of Fernando Miranda 

 Father of Jaime Silva 

 Sister of Roark Berkey 

HUMC Year-to-Date 2020 Financial Summary 

 world right now), but please know your Church Board 

is closely monitoring our financial situation and with 

your continued generosity we’ll help each other and our 

community get through this together. 

As I mentioned during my 

recent video update, 

HUMC expenses are above 

our budgeted amount, 

while giving is slightly be-

low.  Spending exceeding 

giving is generally 

“normal” for us in the first 

part of the year, but a bit 

more extreme this year.  

The reason it’s worse this 

year is because we’ve al-

ready incurred numerous 

expenses related to our 

facility (i.e. spire repair), 

and some spending to sup-

port the extensive COVID

-19 related needs in our 

community. 

I know it’s “complicated”   

(like everything else in your 
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Ron Crisman 
Helen Raymond 

This chart provides a visualization of our status through April.   



While the building has 

been closed (for the most 

part), much work has been 

done both inside and out.  

Here are some of the pro-

jects that have been com-

pleted so far.   

In March, our Church Bus 

got a makeover with new 

graphics and logos on the 

outside. 

Tom, our Building Mainte-

nance staff person has 

shampooed carpets, waxed 

the hallway floor in the 

basement, painted the Par-

lor,  Fireside Room, and 

the stairway from the Nar-

thex to the Basement.  He 

is also making repairs to 

the floor in the dish room 

and added additional win-

dows to doors to comply 

with Safe Sanctuary poli-

cies. 

Outside, masons have re-

paired our steeple, and re-

placed bricks on a window. 

Building & Bus Updates 

standards have increased 

including sanitation, tem-

perature checks at the 

door, mask requirements 

and limiting people in the 

building.  Over the past 

three months, every availa-

ble appointment has been 

filled at our drives, first 

time donors have stepped 

up and up to 200+ lives 

HUMC has supported 

American Red Cross 

Blood Drives here at the 

church for a long time.  

But when COVID-19 clo-

sures also forced the can-

celation of many local 

drives, we stepped up to 

do more.  We started host-

ing Blood Drives every 

month.  Health and safety 

have been saved by these 

much needed donations.  

We were recently awarded 

the American Red Cross 

Outstanding Service 

Award.  Thank you church 

for your support of this 

important work.  HUMC 

will be sponsoring another 

blood drive on July 17th 

from 9:30 am—3:30 pm. 

Blood Drives Fill Critical Need 

The American Red Cross 

Outstanding Service Award 

Backpack Food Ministries 
Our Backpack servants have done an amazing job this spring of finding new ways to 

continue to deliver weekend food to some of the families most in need at Mooberry 

and Lincoln Street Elementary Schools.  They had to find new sources for food when 

the Oregon Food Bank ran low.  They had to work in new ways with smaller teams 

over more days to protect the health and safety of our servants.  They had to find new 

distribution methods.  They willingly took on the request to fill bags for even more 

families when Mooberry had additional students in need.  And they said yes to serving 

families for one more month in June when it was requested.  Thank you congregation 

for your continued support of our community! 

Page  12  The  Sp ire  Volume 52  I ssue  2  

Masons repair the brick  

on the steeple 

“Backpacks ready  

for distribution 



Online Meeting & Worship Opportunities 

We continue to add more opportunities to gather online for worship, prayer, devotion, 

study, meetings and social gatherings.  Even if you are not a regular member of any of 

these groups you are welcome to join us at this time.  For Zoom meetings, you must 

first download zoom onto your computer, tablet or phone and set up your camera and 

mic settings.  For YouTube worship, you can create a YouTube account to be able to 

participate in the chat, “like” the service and subscribe to our HUMC YouTube chan-

nel.  For our Facebook live events, these start times are approximate, be sure to “like” 

the Hillsboro UMC Facebook page and “friend” Jorge Rodriguez on his Facebook 

page to be notified of those Facebook Live sessions.  If you have having technical dif-

ficulties connecting with any of these online offerings, please contact the church office, 

we may be able to help!  

Sunday HUMC Worship at 10:00 am – YouTube: youtube.com/HillsboroUMC 

Sunday Fellowship following worship – Zoom: https://greaternw.zoom.us/

j/487196396  

Domingo Ministerios Hispano Latinx a las 11:00 am – Facebook Live: https://

www.facebook.com/Jorge.Rodri.Vas.2000?ref=br_rs 

Tuesday Contemplative Practices 5:30 pm – Zoom: 

https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/98117488350 

Martes Reunión de Oración 7:00 pm – Facebook Live: 

https://www.facebook.com/Jorge.Rodri.Vas.2000?ref=br_rs 

First Tuesday of each month Busy Women’s Group 7:00 pm-Zoom: 

https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/383301713     

Wednesday Weekly Devotional around 9:00 am – Facebook Live: 

https://www.facebook.com/HillsboroUMC/ 

Wednesday Women of Faith 3:00 pm - Zoom: 

https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/93689326566 

Thursday – May 28th then every other week, Pub Theology 7:00 pm – Zoom: 

https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/98740216363 

Would your group like to hold an online gathering or create a new Facebook small 

group?  Contact office@hillsboroumc.org and we can help you! 

Monies Raised for Special Funds 

UMCOR Puerto Rico Aid  $      200.00 

Human Relations Sunday $      565.00 

UMCOR Sunday $      395.00 

Native American Sunday $      670.00 

Community COVID Relief Fund $  29,050.00 
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Did You 

Know? 

Camp Magruder is 

celebrating its 75th 

Anniversary this     

summer.  The    

celebration has 

been postponed 

until we can all 

gather safely       

together. 

https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/487196396
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Our siblings at Western 

Farm Workers Association 

need our help making 

masks!  If you have the 

skills to make simple face 

masks, you can help those 

who are working at nurse-

ries, food processing plants 

and other agricultural jobs 

by making masks. Nearly 

half of the people who 

have tested positive for 

COVID-19 in Washington 

County identify as Hispan-

ic, even though they make 

up only 16.5% of the pop-

ulation.  Many are essential 

workers whose employers 

do not provide masks.   

Simple cloth masks aren't a 

perfect solution, but they 

are helpful in reducing the 

risk of infection. All pat-

terns, styles and sizes are 

welcome. So far, thanks to 

your generosity, we have 

delivered 226 handmade 

masks to the Western 

Farm Worker Association!  

Please keep your donations 

coming!   You can bring 

masks to the church where 

we have a collection box 

right outside our front 

door. 

Masks for Farmworkers 

Parker Berger, Operations  

Manager for WFWA  
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Thank you to everyone who signed up for appointments for our new photo directory.  

We have rescheduled this project to the Fall – October 21-24.  To save all the data that 

has already been entered, we automatically rescheduled your appointment for a similar 

day and time in the Fall (you may have received an email with your new appointment).  

If the appointment we scheduled on your behalf is not convenient, you can change your 

appointment day or time online.  Additionally, if you have not scheduled an appoint-

ment yet, you can also make a new appointment online.  Visit: https://booknow-

lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b6sdtv62/ to change or schedule a new photo directo-

ry appointment for Fall.  If you don’t find a day and time that works for you, be sure to 

add yourself to the waitlist as we will likely need to add additional sessions.  

Photo Directory Project Rescheduled for Fall 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b6sdtv62/
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b6sdtv62/
mailto:clay@hillsboroumc.org
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mailto:katie@hillsboroumc.org
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Grateful for Grants 

Community COVID-19 Relief  Fund 

UMCOR awarded 

HUMC 2 $10,000 grant 

for grocery gift cards 

This Spring, we have been fortunate to 

receive a number of grants to help us 

continue or ministry and service to our 

community.  Below are the COVID-19 

related grants both Hillsboro United 

Methodist Church (HUMC) and Iglesia 

Metodista Unida de Hillsboro Ministeri-

os Hispano Latinx (MHL) have received. 

HUMC—$500 Cascadia District Exten-

sion Society 

MHL—$500 Cascadia District Exten-

sion Society 

HUMC—$ 2,000 grocery gift card grant 

from the OR-ID Conference 

HUMC& MHL—$53,856.00 Payroll Pro-

tection Program loan/grant for to 

cover 8 weeks of staff and utility 

expenses for HUMC and MHL 

(becomes a grant if we keep every-

one on payroll, which we will) 

HUMC& MHL—$10,000 Hillsboro 

Community Foundation grant for 

Backpack food program, Communi-

ty Trading Post and Grocery Gift 

Card programs 

HUMC—$10,000 UMCOR grant for 

Grocery Gift Cards to be distribut-

ed through our Backpack Food Pro-

gram and Community Trading Post. 

sistance to people in our 

community experiencing 

food insecurity and other 

basic needs because of the 

impact of COVID-19.  

100% of your gifts to this 

fund go directly to meeting 

the basic needs of people 

in our community through 

food and hygiene distribu-

tion, Grocery Gift Cards 

and other essential assis-

tance to our neighbors.  So 

far we have raised $29,050 

toward our $54,000 goal 

for our Community 

COVID Relief Fund.  We 

are grateful for your con-

tinued contributions as this 

Hopefully you received the 

Easter Season letter from 

Pastor Clay that explained 

our Community COVID 

Relief fund.  Thank you 

for responding to the call 

to care for our siblings in 

our community!  The mon-

ey raised goes directly to 

providing for basic needs 

of some of the most vul-

nerable in our community 

including our friends with 

the Western Farm Workers 

Association, Lincoln Street 

and Mooberry  Elementary 

Schools and Bienstar fami-

lies.  This fund was set up 

to provide emergency as-

work is far from over.  We 

continue to offer more 

food distribution events, 

provide more Grocery Gift 

Cards to community part-

ners and answer the call as 

more needs arise.  Select 

this fund on the Give Now 

page on our website, or 

mail a check to the church, 

made out to HUMC 

marked Community 

COVID Relief in the 

memo.  Thank you for 

providing food, grocery 

gift cards and other essen-

tial assistance to our neigh-

bors through your gener-

osity. 
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Jorge delivered WinCo gift 

cards to members of his 

congregation. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTQsH-iweR8qtG_EwVe5eraXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxz603Z0EbYqJIYQY3k8CxwA=&ver=3


We are so grateful to you, our generous 

congregation, for placing us in a position 

of strength during this challenging time.  

Because of your reoccurring gifts, your 

online contributions, and your mailed in 

checks, we are able to continue to pay 

our staff, produce our online worship, 

provide MORE food to our backpack 

ministry partner schools, purchase 

MORE food and hygiene items for our 

trading post.   

If you are used to sharing your gifts by 

placing them in the offering plate on 

Sunday mornings, we have some options 

for you.    

Direct deposits through the church – 

Request a form through the church of-

fice.  You complete your bank infor-

mation, the amount you wish to give 

each month and authorize the transfer 

with your signature.  Turn in the form to 

the church office and 100% of your gift 

goes directly to the church. 

Direct deposits through your bank – 

Using your own online banking tools, 

you can set up HUMC as a payee for one 

time gifts or reoccurring gifts.  Each fi-

nancial institution’s online tools may 

look and work a little differently, so con-

tact your bank for more assistance.  

Again, 100% of your gift goes directly to 

the church. 

Online payments through Hillsboro 

UMC.org – Go to our website and click 

“Give Now”.  Here you can enter your 

contact and bank information.  It is help-

ful to save this by creating a profile – 

that will save you this step for any future 

gifts.  Here you can select special funds 

in addition to the general operating fund.  

You can make one time gifts or set up re-

occurring gifts.  You can connect directly 

to your checking account or use a credit 

card (higher rates and fees occur for the 

church when you use a credit card – it 

gives you the option to offset those fees 

with your gift). 

Text Giving – Send a text message to 503-

831-9917 with the dollar amount of your 

gift as the message ($50 for example).  The 

first time you use this, it will message you 

back with a link to set up your account info 

and confirm the amount of your gift.  In 

the future, once you create a profile it will 

just confirm the amount of your gift and if 

you use a fund code like CTPOST $50, 

confirm the fund you wish to direct your 

funds toward.  Again you can use your 

checking account or a credit card, with 

higher fees applying to the church when 

using a credit card. 

Mail in Checks – You can always mail in 

your check, made out to HUMC, with any 

special fund indicated in the memo line.  

You can mail checks to the church at Hills-

boro United Methodist Church, 168 NE 

8th Ave. Hillsboro, OR 97124.  100% of 

your gift goes directly to the church.  There 

may be a slight delay in processing checks 

at this time. 

For other financial gifts including cash, 

stocks, employer matching gifts, and legacy 

gifts, please contact the church office for 

assistance. 

If you would like to learn more about set-

ting up an automated monthly transfer, 

using online giving on our website or other 

ways to give at this time, reach us at of-

fice@hillsboroumc.org or 503-640-1775.  

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Giving Outside the Offering Plate 

Thank you for 

your continued 

generosity! 
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Annelise Loveless 

will graduate Summa 

Cum Laude from 

Seattle University on 

06/14/20 with a 

Bachelor of Science 

degree in Psychology 

and a minor in Social 

Welfare.  She has 

been recognized 

with the Cunningham Award for having 

the highest GPA in her major.  In July, 

she will begin working as a Research As-

sistant with the Ur-

ban Institute, a pub-

lic policy organiza-

tion in Washington 

DC. 

Fiona Sun Wilson is 

graduating from 

Westside Christian 

High School.  The 

postponed ceremony 

will be held August 1st.  She will be at-

tending Pacific University in Forest 

Grove in the fall. 

been canceled, but a spe-

cial “Great Hymns” op-

portunity is being offered 

online for free! The Collins 

Retreat Center has ar-

ranged for the Rev. Laura 

Jaquith Bartlett to bring 

together all the typical ele-

ments of the program on 

June 25 at 10:30 am. The 

session will last an hour, 

The popular program at 

the Alton L. Collins Re-

treat Center that combines 

songs, stories, theology, 

laughter, and food—

features, as one might im-

agine, a lot of singing. And 

since singing in groups is 

highly dangerous right 

now, the 2020 series has 

and will definitely include 

lots of singing, from the 

safety of your own home, 

as well as stories, theology, 

and laughter. There is no 

charge, but participants 

will need to register in ad-

vance in order to receive a 

packet of the hymns that 

will be sung.  

Inside Story Headline 

Great Hymns of  Faith 

peace ministry in Arizona 

border communities, sex-

trafficking awareness in 

Pennsylvania homes and 

schools and social justice 

issues in Liberia.  Make a 

special gift online at Hills-

boroUMC.org “Give 

Now”, via text at 503-831-

9917 with the 

code UMSUN 

and the dollar 

amount of your 

gift, or mail a 

check to the 

church with Peace With 

Justice Sunday in the 

memo.   

June 7th—Peace With Justice Sunday 
Sunday June 7th was Peace 

With Justice Sunday, one 

of our United Methodist 

Special Giving Sundays.  

When you give on Peace 

With Justice Sunday, your 

gift makes possible our 

critical kingdom work in 

the world.  Work such as 
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